
Worried about your landscaping this year because of the great Freeze of
2021?  You’re not alone!

Garden Guy

Garden Guy has been busy helping hundreds of clients over the past year
with dead plants and post-freeze landscaping issues.

Todd Farber, Aggie Horticulturist, and owner of Garden Guy, has also been
trying to combat the fear of more freezes when it comes to this year’s

winter by arming his clients with the best practices for protecting plants in
the Houston area during a freeze warning.

Garden Guy’s Best Practices for protecting Plants during
a Freeze Warning

1. Water your plants before freezing temperatures. Your
landscaping and plants should be well-watered prior to a freeze
event. “Drought-stricken plants do not fare well in freezing
temps,” advises Todd Farber of Garden Guy.

2. Water during the day before the temps drop because water will
release heat into the soil.

3. Bring houseplants inside
4. Tropical plants are most susceptible to freeze damage.  They

may even be damaged before 32°.   Do your best to protect
them but know they are tropical in nature.

5. Christmas lights can be placed around plants to bring the temps
up a bit.  Every little bit helps!
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Temps to Cover Plants?

1. Cover at 32°F and below.  Real problems start at 28° and below
for more than 5 hours. (Tropicals are the exception to this rule!
Cover them at 40° just to make sure they make it.)

2. Cover plants before dark to trap warmer air.
3. Remove covers during the day when the temperatures rise

above 32° degrees F° , so that the soil can warm up again.

What type of coverings to use ?

1. Use old towels, sheets and even blankets to cover landscaping
plants. Burlap and frost cloth are good too. Some people like to
use cardboard boxes.

2. Drape your coverings over the plants and then down to soil.
Use rocks or some sort of weights to hold the covers over your
landscaping.

We hope you find Garden Guy’s best practices for protecting plants in the
Houston area during a freeze warning useful for your home landscaping.
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